
 

 

St. Paul’s report substantiates new 
allegations of sexual misconduct against 10 

ex-staffers, including a late congressman 
 

 
New claims of abuse at St. Paul’s School in Concord, N.H., include allegations against Gerry Studds, a former congressman 
who once taught at the school. GLOBE PHOTO/FILE 
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A new report detailing decades of sexual misconduct at St. Paul’s School in Concord, N.H., cited 21 
additional victims at the elite boarding school and substantiated new allegations against 10 former 
faculty members, including the late Massachusetts congressman Gerry E. Studds and two other 
former instructors who were not named in two prior reports. 

The report, released Tuesday, covers 1967 to 2008 and includes allegations of unwanted touching and 
inappropriate comments. One former administrative assistant is alleged to have taken students on 
trips to prostitutes in New York City. He died in 1992. 

The report was made public just days after David O. Pook, one of the faculty members cited in the 
report, was sentenced to jail for conspiring with a former student to lie to a grand jury investigating 
abuse at the Episcopalian school. 



 

 

St. Paul’s hired the Boston law firm Casner & Edwards to investigate allegations of sexual misconduct 
and “ . . . uncover and shed light on a dark part of the School’s history with the hope that transparency 
will promote healing in our community,” said Amy C. Richards, interim rector for St. Paul’s, and 
Archibald Cox Jr., president of the school’s Board of Trustees, in a letter to the school community that 
was sent Tuesday. 

“These stories are devastating but as difficult as they are, we are thankful for the survivors who came 
forward to share them,” the letter said. “While we cannot change the past, we commit ourselves to 
support those who experienced abuse while at the School, and to ensure a healthy community for 
today’s students.” 

Eric MacLeish, a Cambridge attorney who represents alleged victims of sex abuse at St. Paul’s, said 
the report fails to delve into whether the school’s administrators are culpable. 

“There’s no discussion about who knew what when,” MacLeish said. “They don’t get into the failures 
at the administrative level. I don’t understand that.” 

He added that “This didn’t happen in a vacuum.” 

MacLeish said the Casner & Edwards findings cannot be looked at “as being close to a full snapshot” 
of the decades of sexual abuse at the school. 

The three former faculty members who were previously not named in two prior reports include Gerry 
Eastman Studds, who taught history, politics, and government at the school from 1965 to 1969 and 
served as an assistant house master on campus. 

One former student alleged that Studds “had acted as a predator” when he invited him to his on 
campus-apartment, where the two smoked marijuana before the former student passed out. He awoke 
to find his shirt unbuttoned and Studds lying next to him, rubbing his chest. 

Studds, who spent 24 years in the House of Representatives, where he represented the 10th 
Congressional District — covering New Bedford, the South Shore, and Cape Cod — was among those 
who were accused of abuse in a lawsuit filed against the elite prep school earlier this year. 

In 1983, Studds was censured by the House after a former congressional page told investigators that 
he and Studds had a sexual relationship in 1973 when the page was just 17. 

He died in 2006 at age 69. 

Pook, who also had not been named in the two prior reports, worked at the school as a humanities 
teacher, crew and basketball coach, and house master from 2000 to 2008. 

In the report, Pook was accused of acting inappropriately toward female students. According to the 
report, Pook put his tongue close to a female student’s face and ear in an attempt to demonstrate a 
“moral dilemma” in a religious studies class. 

 



 

 

Pook, who now lives in Warner, N.H., according the report, also went into the rooms of female 
students at night and sat on their beds while the students were in their pajamas and preparing for 
bed. In May 2002, a school administrator advised him to be “more sensitive to the privacy needs of 
young adolescent women.” 

One student said of Pook: “There was grooming through bizarre conversations and assignments,” 
according to the report. Another student said Pook would “come into our rooms when we were in our 
towels.” 

Pook, who helped to develop the national Common Core standards that are part of the Massachusetts 
statewide curriculum, was arrested in February during a grand jury investigation into misconduct at 
St. Paul’s. Investigators alleged that he had a sexual relationship with a former student and 
communicated with her about her testimony. He pleaded guilty to witness tampering and contempt of 
court on Aug. 17 and was sentenced to four months behind bars. 

His lawyer said his client takes responsibility for the crimes, but that there is no evidence of a sexual 
relationship. 

Messages left with the New Hampshire attorney general’s office were not immediately responded to 
Tuesday night. 

The third instructor named in a St. Paul’s report for the first time was Richard A. Rein, who was a 
ballet instructor and director of the school’s dance department from 1974 to 2001, according to the 
latest report. 

One student accused Rein, who currently lives in Florida, of saying “sexually intimidating things to 
us.” When she spoke up against his sexually inappropriate comments, he removed her from key parts 
in ballet performances, according to the report. Another student described her experience as Rein’s 
ballet student as “constant sexual harassment . . . all the time,” according to the report. 

Attempts to reach Rein Tuesday night were not successful. 

Tuesday’s report also included one allegation against a former administrator that investigators said 
could not be substantiated, so that individual was not identified. 

Material from the Associated Press and previous Globe coverage was used in this report. Danny 
McDonald can be reached at daniel.mcdonald@globe.com. Follow him on 
Twitter @Danny__McDonald. 
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