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Evansville Diocese places priest on administrative 

leave after sexual misconduct report 
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EVANSVILLE, Ind. — A priest in the Diocese of Evansville has been put on administrative leave after 

the Diocese received a report of sexual misconduct, according to a statement from the Diocese. 

Father David Fleck denies the claim of sexual misconduct that reportedly happened decades ago, 

according to the statement. 

Fleck, 69, has served in a number of schools and parishes throughout the Diocese including Mater Dei 

High School and Vincennes' Rivet High School.  

Diocese spokesman Tim Lilley said the Diocese of Evansville reported the information it received to 

the Knox County prosecutor and State of Indiana’s Child Protective Services hotline. The diocese also 
initiated its own internal investigation, which is ongoing. 

"Privacy concerns of an alleged victim and the reputation of our priest – in case such allegations are 

determined not to be credible – must also be taken into account," he said in an emailed statement. 

"As a result, diocesan staff will not comment further at this time." 

The Diocese also notified the Diocesan Review Board of the allegation. 

A message left for Knox County prosecutor Dirk Carnahan wasn't immediately returned. 

Fleck was ordained 43 years ago and first started serving as an associate at Corpus Christi Church and 

as a teacher at Mater Dei High School from 1975-1979. He was an associate at St. Joseph Church in 

Evansville in 1976 and a teacher at Rivet High School from 1979-1986. He's also served at Sacred 

Heart, St. John, St. Vincent  
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De Paul, St. Thomas, St. John the Baptist, Sacred Heart, St. Francis Xavier and St. Thomas the 

Apostle, all in Vincennes; Sts. Peter and Paul in Petersburgh, St. Peter in Montgomery, Blessed 

Sacrament in Oakland City, St. Philip in Posey County, St. Philip Neri in Bicknell, and he was 

Vocations Director for the Evansville Diocese from 1986 to 1992.  

Fleck is prohibited from all public ministry while the investigation is pending. 

In its statement, the Diocese encouraged anyone who is a victim of sexual misconduct "by a person 

ministering on behalf of the Church, or if you know of anyone who has been a victim of such 

misconduct, please contact civil authorities and the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator at 812-

490-9565 or toll-free at 866-200-3004." 


